Steroid interactions with plasma membrane of decidual endometrium of the rat.
Plasma membranes were purified from deciduoma of pseudopregnant rats, rat liver and intestine, and calf uterus. Steroid binding evaluated with deciduoma plasma membranes showed competitive progestin binding, in contrast with estradiol binding which was nondisplaceable as measured by competition binding assay. When the photosensitive steroid [3H]-R5020 was photocrosslinked to plasma membrane, binding was reduced competitively by either progesterone or R5020. These results indicate that the decidual cell plasma membrane contains specific sites for interactions with progestins.